
RESIDENT VIETNAM 

Relocation and Immigration Management   

Country Fast Facts 



     VIETNAM AT A GLANCE 

Official Name:  Socialist Republic of Vietnam  

Capital:  Hanoi 

Population:  90 Million  

Area:  331,210 sq km/ 128,565 sq miles 

Currency:  Vietnam Dong (VND) - 21,150 VND = 1 USD 

GDP:  141.7 Billion USD (2012) 

Government:  Vietnam is a single party state.  

Country Code:  +84 

Time Zone:  UTC/GMT +7 
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     VIETNAM AT A GLANCE (continued) 

Weather:  Due to the length of the country, the weather in the North 

and the South can be quite different.  The North experiences a somewhat 

more typical “4 Seasons” although snow is rare.  Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC) 

typically experiences two main seasons, the dry season and the wet 

season.  HCMC temperatures throughout the year remain basically stable 

between  23 and 31 °C (75 and 90 °F).  HCMC and the South is normally 

quite humid year round. 

Location:  Vietnam is centrally located in Southeast Asia and within just 

a short 1 or 2+ hour flight from Bangkok, Singapore, Cambodia and Hong 

Kong.  Other flight times (approximate) from Ho Chi Minh City: 

To Tokyo, Japan:  7+ Hours 

To Paris, France:  13 Hours 

To Sydney, Australia:  7+ Hours 

To San Francisco, USA:  18 Hours (not including layover) 

To New York, USA:  20 Hours (not including layover) 
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Major Cities Population 

Ho Chi Minh 8.5 Million 

Hanoi 7.2 Million 

Hai Phong 2 Million 

Can Tho 1,2 Million 

Danang 1 Million 



     VIETNAM AT A GLANCE (continued) 
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Language:  Vietnamese is the official language.  The Romanized 

Vietnamese alphabet was developed by Catholic missionaries in the 17th 

century.  English is the dominant second language with some French still 

spoken.  Some English is spoken in the tourist and central business 

districts of the main cities but in general, English is not spoken in 

government offices or outside the city.  It is not necessary to become 

fluent in Vietnamese but we recommend at least some study of basic 

words and phrases. 

Note the use of diacritical marks in 

Vietnamese writing.  The marks 

provide a guide to the tones of the 

language and the pronunciation. 

English Vietnamese Pronunciation 

Hello Cám ơn kahm uhn 

Thank You Xin chào sin chow 

Yes Có koh 

No Không khom 



LIVING IN VIETNAM AS AN EXPATRIATE 
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International Schools: HCMC and Hanoi have a good selection of high 

quality International Schools and daycare for children of all ages.  Outside of HCMC 

and Hanoi, there a little to no options for International schooling.  Notes: 
 

•A variety of curriculum:  IB, American, Australian, French, Japanese, Korean 
 

•Waiting lists:  In general, waiting lists are not currently an issue however, should 

you be planning to enroll your children, it is very important to begin the 

admissions process as soon as possible.  If there are waiting lists, they are normally 

for primary grades. 
 

•Day Care/Pre-School:  There are International options for Day Care/Pre-School in 

the various Districts. 
 

•Transportation:  All major International schools offer private bus service 
 

•Average Costs:  12,000 USD to 18,000 USD per child/year (earlier grades to 

secondary) 



LIVING IN VIETNAM AS AN EXPATRIATE 
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Housing Situation:  

- Villas for families and International standard apartments out of city centers (expats 

living area). City/Business centers mainly offer apartments and serviced apartments, 

with parking, and often balcony.  

- Residential leasing market is 95% made up of Non-national residents (expatriates).  

- No agency fee for tenants. Agency commission is paid by Landlord (1 month Rental)  

- Quite high occupancy and high rate  in International Branded serviced apartments.  

- Internet Information scam: Several realtor websites in Vietnam post non-integrity 

information on residential leasing information & rental price. This is obviously a 

method for drawing reader's attention. So it is advised to be cautious on offers found 

on the Internet.  

- Might be difficult to deal directly with Landlord.  

- The quality of housing may not always meet your expectations in term of quality of 

construction.  



LIVING IN VIETNAM AS AN EXPATRIATE 
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Hanoi : 

Ho Chi Minh City : 



LIVING IN VIETNAM AS AN EXPATRIATE 
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Medical Facilities:  

Quality medical care is available in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi although it is 

somewhat limited. There are few major international Clinics and International 

Hospitals that offer quality, international doctors (English, French, Japanese 

Korean speaking), modern facilities, 24 hour emergency services and evacuation 

services. These clinics/hospitals can cover a large variety of tests, check ups and 

basic care, but for major procedures, most expats will fly the 1 to 2 hour flight to 

either Bangkok or Singapore where the major regional International hospitals are 

located.  



CONTACT  

- 

Resident Vietnam Ho Chi Minh City  

Lot A, Room 601 

48 Hoa Su Street, Phu Nhuan District, Ho Chi Minh City Vietnam 

Tel:  +84 8 2226 8855 

website:  www.residentvietnam.com 

email:  relocation@residentvietnam.com 

 

 

Resident Vietnam Hanoi 

3A, Ngo 49, Huynh Thuc Khang Street 

Phuong Lang Ha, Dong Da District 

Hanoi, Vietnam 

Tel:  (84-4) 3773 7191 

email:  hanoioffice@residentvienam.com  
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Summary and Contact Info 

Welcome to Vietnam:  Moving to a 

new country can be a challenge. Our team at 

Resident Vietnam is here to help make sure that your 

transition to Ho Chi Minh City is smooth and your 

time on your assignment is successful for you, your 

family and your company. 

 

Throughout your relocation, your Resident Vietnam 

Coordinator will be sending you more information 

specific to your relocation needs and working with 

you at each step.  
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